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The Plant Kingdom

Ferns were very much more abundant during the Mesozoic than
in the Paleozoic, and their abundance and importance seem to
have increased up to the present day. As they have increased in
abundance they have also undergone evolution, and most of the
living ferns are of modern types.

Fie, 924. The moonwort and

A , the moonwort (Botrychiu m terna*

turn) ; B, the adder's-tongue (Ophi-

oglowum vuLqoium)



FIG. 925. Chrintensenia cummgiono,
one of the Mwatti&ceae

A, a leaf with synangia (x. i). B, en-
larged view of synangiat. Note open-
inp in the individual sporangia.

Eusporangiate and leptosporangiate ferns. The ferns are di-
vided into two groups, the eusp&rangiaie ferns and the lepkh
sporangiate ferns. In the Bryophyta and also in the Equisetineae
and Lycopodiineae, the sporogenous tissue develops from ceils be*
neath the epidermis, This appears to have been true also of the
Psilopkytoks, and is regarded as a primitive condition. Ferns in
which sporogenous tissue is developed in this way are called euspo-